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PHIL 490 (A01) / 500 (A01) – ADVANCED TOPICS 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THOMAS REID [22345/22349] 
 

Classes  
Monday & Thursday: 1:00-2:20pm, Clearihue B315 

 

Professor 
Patrick Rysiew 

Office Hours: Thursday 11:30-12:20, Friday 1:00-2:20, or by appointment; Clearihue B321 

E-mail: rysiew@uvic.ca 

Phone: 721-7520 (my office), 721-7512 (Philosophy Dept.) 

 

Course Description 
This course focuses on the philosophical theories of Thomas Reid (1710-96). Reid was a 

contemporary of both Hume and Kant. Like Kant, Reid said that Hume’s Treatise was the main 

spur to his own philosophical work. In Reid’s case, this took the form of challenging ‘the theory 

of ideas’, among other things, which he saw as the cornerstone of Hume’s (and many other 

philosophers’) writings. Until recently, Reid’s work has been largely neglected, and often 

misunderstood. Too often, his commitment to ‘common sense’ has been seen as amounting to 

not much more than a refusal to do philosophy, or an inability to feel the grip of philosophical 

problems. More recently there has been a resurgence of interest in Reid’s work and a recognition 

of its philosophical sophistication and richness. Numerous articles, books, and collections on 

Reid have appeared over the past two decades; he has been cited by such key contemporary 

figures as Chisholm, Lehrer, Alston, Plantinga, Putnam and Sosa. Philosophers have grown 

increasingly interested, especially, in Reid’s views on perception, knowledge (and scepticism), 

and action. These views will be the focus of the course; readings will be drawn both from Reid 

himself, and from contemporary discussions of Reid and the issues he tackled.  

 

Texts 
Thomas Reid, An Inquiry into the Human Mind on the Principles of Common Sense: a Critical 

Edition; Derek Brookes, ed. Penn. State University Press 1997/2000; ISBN 0-271-02071-7  

 

mailto:rysiew@uvic.ca
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/diss/historic/Thomas_Reid/
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expected to be regular, active, and thoughtful participants in the life of the course. Bear in mind 

that this is an advanced, 4th-year course, that a good portion of class time will be devoted to 

discussion, and that much of what you learn in the course will be from other students. For this 

reason alone, and quite apart from issues about grades, it is in your own interest to read the 

material ahead of time, to be prepared and willing to talk about it in class, to actively participate 

in the course, to intend your in-class comments and questions to be ultimately constructive and 

helpful, and so on. 

 

In general, evaluation of students’ written work will be based on: evidence of comprehension of 

the materials and issues addressed; evidence of original and critical thought with regard to that 

material; the extent to which the student stakes out a position and provides good reasons and 

arguments for it; the extent to which the student communicates his/her ideas clearly (using 

complete and grammatical sentences, correct terms, a clear essay structure, and so on). All 

materials used on any of the assignments must be properly cited in the standard way.  

 

Without exception, late papers unaccompanied by a documented medical excuse will be 

penalized at the rate of 5% per day or portion thereof, starting as soon as the due date and time 

have passed. Should such a medical emergency arise, let the instructor – ahead of time, if 

possible. An unexcused absence without a documented medical excuse on the day of a quiz will 

result in a score of zero. 

 

The standard University grading scheme will be used (full version: 

http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2017-05/undergrad/info/regulations/grading.html#):  

 

 
Passing 

Grades 

Grade 

Point Value 

Percentage  Description 

A+ 

A 

A- 

9 

8 

7 

90 – 100 

85 – 89 

80 – 

http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2017-05/undergrad/info/regulations/grading.html


http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2017-05/undergrad/info/regulations/academic-integrity.html
http://library.uvic.ca/instruction/cite/plagiarism.html
http://www.uvic.ca/learningandteaching/students/resources/expectations/index.php
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Week 1 (Jan. 4): Introduction and overview

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/reid/
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 Daniels, Chapter 1 (Thomas Reid’s ‘Inquiry’: The Geometry of Visibles and the Case for 

Realism) 

 

Week 8 (March 5, 8): Reid’s Epistemology: the status of ‘first principles’; locating Reid with 

respect to foundationalism-vs-coherentism, internalism-vs-externalism, reliabilism, and 

naturalism; the epistemology of testimony; Reid’s reply to the sceptic 

 Reid: IHM 6.24, 7, & pp. 169-170; EIP 2.20, 6.1-6.6, 7 

 Lehrer, “Chisholm, Reid, and the Problem of the Epistemic Surd,” and Thomas Reid, pp. 

162-3, 197-202  

 De Bary, “Thomas Reid’s Metaprinciple” 

 Greco, “Reid’s Reply to the Sceptic” 

 Van Cleve, “Reid’s Response to the Skeptic” 

 Rysiew, “Reid and Epistemic Naturalism” 

 

Week 9 (March 12, 15): Continued 

 

Week 10 (March 19, 22): Causation, Freedom, Agency: ‘active power’; agent causation vs. event 

causation; determinism; compatibilism; the role of agent causation in Reid’s account of freedom 

 Reid: EAP 1; “Of Power” 

 Lehrer, Thomas Reid, pp. 203-11, Chapter 14 

 Rowe, “Thomas Reid’s Theory of Freedom and Responsibility” 

 

 optional: Reid: EAP 2, 4 

 

Week 11 (March 26, 29): Reid’s Moral Philosophy: Reid as critic of Hume; Reid as ‘moral 

sense’ theorist? as ‘intuitionist’?; the relation of Reid’s moral theory to his epistemology 

 Reid: EIP 7.2 

 Lehrer, Thomas Reid, pp. 212-26, Chapter 13 

 Cuneo, “Reid’s Moral Philosophy” 

 

 optional: Reid: EAP 3, 5 

 

Week 12 (April 2, 5 [no class April 2: Easter Monday]): Further Issues: Is Reid a ‘mysterian’ 

about the mind? Is he a ‘providential naturalist’? Is he some kind of irrationalist? Readings will 

be drawn from among the following: 

 Harris, “Reid on the character of a science of the mind” 

 McCarthy, review of Colin McGinn’s “The Mysterious Flame” 

 Chalmers, “How Can We Construct a Science of Consciousness?” 

 Brookes, “Introduction” to IHM 

 Wolterstorff, “Conclusion” (Thomas Reid and the Story of Epistemology) 

 Lehrer, “Epilogue”, from Lehrer’s Thomas Reid 
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*Final papers are Monday April 9th, by 4pm (my mailbox, Phil. Dept. office). Late papers 

unaccompanied by a documented medical excuse will be penalized at the rate of 5%/day. 

 

 

 

Some important administrative dates (http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2017-05/general/dates.html):  

 Tues., Jan. 16: last day for 100% reduction of fees 

 Fri., Jan. 19: last day to for adding first-term courses 

 Tues., Feb. 6: last day for 50% reduction of tuition fees. 100% of tuition fees will be 

assessed for courses dropped after this date. 

 Wed., Feb. 28: last day for withdrawing from second-term courses without penalty of 

failure 

 

http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2017-05/general/dates.html

